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Executive Summary

Since the number of employed persons increased by 408 thousand and the number of unemployed persons increased by 65 thousand, the labor force rose by 473 thousand. As a result, the unemployment rate increased 0.1 pp to 11.3% from March to April. 
Seasonally adjusted female unemployment rate edged up by 0.3 pp MoM to 14.5% as the female employment rose by 319 thousand while the number of unemployed females increased by 95 thousand. On the other hand, seasonally adjusted male unemployment rate declined by 0.1 pp to 9.7% following the increase in male employment by 89 thousand and the decline in the number of unemployed males by 30 thousand. Following these developments, the gender gap in the unemployment rates of females and males edged up to 4.8%.
Employment level exceeds 30 million
According to the monthly seasonally adjusted data, the number of employed persons rose by 408 thousand MoM to 30 million 371 thousand and the number of unemployed persons increased by 65 thousand to 3 million 853 thousand. Therefore, the total labor force increased by 473 thousand to 34 million 225 thousand (Figure 1, Table 1). As a result, the unemployment rate rose by 0.1 pp to 11.3% in April. To note, the unemployment rate in March 2022 is revised from 11.5% to 11.2%.
Figure 1 : Seasonally adjusted labor force, employment, and unemployment
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Developments in the alternative unemployment rates 

Box 1 reports the methods how Turkstat calculates the alternative unemployment rates. These measures consider both the time-related underemployment (those who are employed less than 40 hours a week but would like to increase their working hours, nevertheless, fail to do so) and the potential labor force (the individuals who are neither employed nor looking for a job but wish to work).
According to the seasonally adjusted data, "the combined rate of unemployment and the potential labor force" remained at 18.5% while “general unemployment rate” increased 0.1 pp to 11.3%. On the other hand, "the combined rate of time-related underemployment and unemployment" decreased by 0.6 pp to 14.8% from March to April. “The composite measure of labor underutilization”, which combines the two previous alternative unemployment metrics, dropped from 22.4% to 21.7% (Figure 2, Table 4). 

Figure 2 : Headline Unemployment Rate and Supplementary Indicators for Labor Force

Source: Turkstat, Betam

On the developments of sectorial employment

As known, Turkstat began to release monthly labor statistics instead of 3-month-average as of January 2021. Nevertheless, it was evident that there were huge swings in the monthly sectorial employment levels, which cannot be attributed to the economic conjuncture. With the release of 2021 Q4 labor statistics on February 15th, Turkstat announced that the monthly sectorial employment statistics will no longer be published. Indeed, the labor statistics that was released on March 10th did not include sectorial employment data. From now on, Betam will analyze the sectorial employment developments in its quarterly notes.

Female employment rate reached its record in December 2017

Figure 3 shows seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for males and for females. Female employment level which fell by 185 thousand in March 2022 rose by 319 thousand in April 2022. On the other hand, the number of unemployed females increased MoM by 95 thousand. In light of these developments, the female unemployment rate rose by 0.3 pp to 14.5%. The number of unemployed males dropped by 30 thousand while male employment increased by 89 thousand in April. Hence, the unemployment rate of males edged down from 9.8% to 9.7% (Table 3). 

Figure 3 : Seasonally adjusted unemployment rate by gender (%)
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The female employment rate which sharply fell in March became 29.8% with a stark increase of 0.9 pp in April 2022 (Figure 4) and reached its peak in December 2017. On the other hand, the male employment rate increased by 0.2 pp to 64.7%.

Figure 4 : Seasonally adjusted employment rate by gender (%)

Source: Turkstat, Betam




Table 1 : Seasonally adjusted labor force indicators (in thousands)

	 
	Labor force
	Employment
	Unemployment
	Unemployment rate
	Monthly changes

	April-19
	32.393
	27.918
	4.475
	13,8%
	Labor force
	Employment
	Unemployment

	May-19
	32.663
	28.186
	4.477
	13,7%
	270
	268
	2

	June-19
	32.569
	28.102
	4.467
	13,7%
	-94
	-84
	-10

	July-19
	32.528
	28.018
	4.510
	13,9%
	-41
	-84
	43

	August-19
	32.444
	27.905
	4.540
	14,0%
	-84
	-113
	30

	September-19
	32.494
	27.927
	4.567
	14,1%
	50
	22
	27

	October-19
	32.433
	28.063
	4.371
	13,5%
	-61
	136
	-196

	November-19
	32.594
	28.274
	4.320
	13,3%
	161
	211
	-51

	December-19
	32.602
	28.220
	4.382
	13,4%
	8
	-54
	62

	January-20
	31.791
	27.609
	4.183
	13,2%
	-811
	-611
	-199

	February-20
	31.613
	27.616
	3.998
	12,6%
	-178
	7
	-185

	March-20
	30.421
	26.489
	3.932
	12,9%
	-1.192
	-1.127
	-66

	April-20
	29.287
	25.329
	3.957
	13,5%
	-1.134
	-1.160
	25

	May-20
	29.770
	25.769
	4.002
	13,4%
	483
	440
	45

	June-20
	30.559
	26.487
	4.072
	13,3%
	789
	718
	70

	July-20
	30.507
	26.203
	4.304
	14,1%
	-52
	-284
	232

	August-20
	30.843
	26.916
	3.927
	12,7%
	336
	713
	-377

	September-20
	31.016
	27.093
	3.923
	12,6%
	173
	177
	-4

	October-20
	31.135
	27.056
	4.079
	13,1%
	119
	-37
	156

	November-20
	31.279
	27.191
	4.089
	13,1%
	144
	135
	10

	December-20
	31.040
	27.035
	4.005
	12,9%
	-239
	-156
	-84

	January-21
	31.507
	27.501
	4.006
	12,7%
	467
	466
	1

	February-21
	31.829
	27.583
	4.246
	13,3%
	322
	82
	240

	March-21
	32.476
	28.275
	4.201
	12,9%
	647
	692
	-45

	April-21
	32.677
	28.210
	4.467
	13,7%
	201
	-65
	266

	May-21
	32.426
	28.144
	4.281
	13,2%
	-251
	-66
	-186

	June-21
	32.217
	28.800
	3.417
	10,6%
	-209
	656
	-864

	July-21
	32.605
	28.931
	3.674
	11,3%
	388
	131
	257

	August-21
	32.783
	28.991
	3.792
	11,6%
	178
	60
	118

	September-21
	33.181
	29.411
	3.770
	11,4%
	398
	420
	-22

	October-21
	33.277
	29.562
	3.716
	11,2%
	96
	151
	-54

	November-21
	33.503
	29.728
	3.774
	11,3%
	226
	166
	58

	December-21
	33.749
	29.940
	3.809
	11,3%
	246
	212
	35

	January-22
	33.672
	29.843
	3.829
	11,4%
	-77
	-97
	20

	February-22
	33.594
	29.933
	3.661
	10,9%
	-78
	90
	-168

	March-22
	33.752
	29.963
	3.788
	11,2%
	158
	30
	127

	April-22
	34.225
	30.371
	3.853
	11,3%
	473
	408
	65



Source: Turkstat, Betam
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Table 2 : Unemployment, alternative unemployment rates (%) levels (in thousand)

	
	Unemployment Rate (%)
	Persons in Unemployment (in thousands)
	Combined Rate of Time-Related Underemployment and Unemployment (%)
	Time-Related Underemployed (in thousands)
	Combined Rate of Unemployment and Potential Labor Force (%)
	Potential Labor Force (in thousands)
	Composite Measure of Labor Underutilization (%)
	Total

	Apr-19
	13,8
	4475
	15,0
	384
	18,0
	1653
	19,1
	6512

	May-19
	13,7
	4477
	14,5
	259
	17,8
	1627
	18,6
	6363

	Jun-19
	13,7
	4467
	14,7
	321
	18,2
	1786
	19,1
	6573

	Jul-19
	13,9
	4510
	14,9
	337
	18,3
	1766
	19,3
	6612

	Aug-19
	14,0
	4540
	14,8
	262
	18,4
	1752
	19,2
	6554

	Sep-19
	14,1
	4567
	15,2
	372
	17,9
	1522
	18,9
	6461

	Oct-19
	13,5
	4371
	14,4
	299
	17,9
	1747
	18,7
	6418

	Nov-19
	13,3
	4320
	14,3
	341
	17,4
	1636
	18,4
	6297

	Dec-19
	13,4
	4382
	14,6
	378
	17,7
	1687
	18,7
	6447

	Jan-20
	13,2
	4183
	15,8
	840
	19,1
	2335
	21,6
	7358

	Feb-20
	12,6
	3998
	15,0
	744
	18,6
	2312
	20,8
	7054

	Mar-20
	12,9
	3932
	15,9
	905
	20,3
	2815
	23,1
	7652

	Apr-20
	13,5
	3957
	18,3
	1403
	23,4
	3781
	27,7
	9140

	May-20
	13,4
	4002
	19,2
	1714
	24,2
	4225
	29,2
	9941

	Jun-20
	13,3
	4072
	17,0
	1123
	22,4
	3574
	25,8
	8769

	Jul-20
	14,1
	4304
	18,2
	1248
	22,4
	3260
	26,0
	8812

	Aug-20
	12,7
	3927
	16,7
	1224
	21,3
	3358
	25,0
	8509

	Sep-20
	12,6
	3923
	15,9
	1009
	21,2
	3366
	24,2
	8298

	Oct-20
	13,1
	4079
	17,4
	1338
	21,9
	3508
	25,7
	8925

	Nov-20
	13,1
	4089
	17,1
	1260
	23,0
	4033
	26,6
	9381

	Dec-20
	12,9
	4005
	18,1
	1613
	24,1
	4579
	28,6
	10197

	Jan-21
	12,7
	4006
	20,2
	2358
	23,0
	4209
	29,6
	10573

	Feb-21
	13,3
	4246
	19,8
	2056
	22,4
	3716
	28,2
	10018

	Mar-21
	12,9
	4201
	18,0
	1645
	21,0
	3315
	25,6
	9161

	Apr-21
	13,7
	4467
	19,7
	1970
	21,8
	3397
	27,2
	9835

	May-21
	13,2
	4281
	19,2
	1945
	21,6
	3473
	27,1
	9699

	Jun-21
	10,6
	3417
	14,6
	1287
	18,7
	3207
	22,3
	7911

	Jul-21
	11,3
	3674
	15,6
	1412
	19,0
	3112
	23,0
	8199

	Aug-21
	11,6
	3792
	14,7
	1027
	18,6
	2832
	21,5
	7652

	Sep-21
	11,4
	3770
	15,0
	1207
	18,4
	2862
	21,8
	7839

	Oct-21
	11,2
	3716
	15,7
	1508
	18,7
	3083
	22,8
	8308

	Nov-21
	11,3
	3774
	15,5
	1419
	18,3
	2885
	22,1
	8078

	Dec-21
	11,3
	3809
	15,5
	1422
	18,9
	3168
	22,7
	8399

	Jan-22
	11,4
	3829
	15,7
	1458
	18,9
	3126
	22,9
	8412

	Feb-22
	10,9
	3661
	15,0
	1378
	18,3
	3044
	22,0
	8083

	Mar-22
	11,2
	3788
	15,4
	1410
	18,5
	3014
	22,4
	8211

	Apr-22
	11,3
	3853
	14,8
	1212
	18,5
	3041
	21,7
	8107



Source: Turkstat, Betam










Table 3 : Seasonally adjusted female and male labor market indicators (thousands)

	 
	Total labor force, Female
	Total Employment, Female
	Total Unemployed, Female
	Total labor force, Male
	Total Employment, Male
	Total Unemployed, Male
	Women LFPR
	Women Employment Rate
	Men LFPR
	Men Employment Rate

	Apr-19
	10.773
	8.992
	1.781
	21.620
	18.926
	2.694
	34,8
	29,0
	71,4
	62,5

	May-19
	10.741
	8.955
	1.786
	21.922
	19.231
	2.691
	34,6
	28,9
	72,3
	63,4

	Jun-19
	10.639
	8.912
	1.726
	21.930
	19.190
	2.740
	34,2
	28,7
	72,3
	63,2

	Jul-19
	10.674
	8.941
	1.733
	21.854
	19.077
	2.777
	34,3
	28,7
	71,9
	62,8

	Aug-19
	10.614
	8.880
	1.734
	21.831
	19.025
	2.806
	34,1
	28,5
	71,7
	62,5

	Sep-19
	10.688
	8.919
	1.770
	21.805
	19.008
	2.797
	34,3
	28,6
	71,6
	62,4

	Oct-19
	10.665
	8.973
	1.692
	21.768
	19.090
	2.678
	34,1
	28,7
	71,3
	62,6

	Nov-19
	10.735
	8.982
	1.753
	21.859
	19.292
	2.568
	34,3
	28,7
	71,5
	63,1

	Dec-19
	10.658
	8.919
	1.739
	21.944
	19.301
	2.643
	34,0
	28,5
	71,7
	63,1

	Jan-20
	10.345
	8.685
	1.660
	21.446
	18.923
	2.523
	33,0
	27,7
	70,0
	61,8

	Feb-20
	10.167
	8.688
	1.480
	21.446
	18.928
	2.518
	32,4
	27,7
	69,9
	61,7

	Mar-20
	9.478
	8.080
	1.398
	20.942
	18.408
	2.534
	30,1
	25,7
	68,1
	59,9

	Apr-20
	9.198
	7.891
	1.307
	20.089
	17.438
	2.650
	29,2
	25,0
	65,2
	56,6

	May-20
	9.272
	7.931
	1.342
	20.498
	17.838
	2.660
	29,4
	25,1
	66,4
	57,8

	Jun-20
	9.671
	8.171
	1.500
	20.888
	18.316
	2.572
	30,6
	25,9
	67,5
	59,2

	Jul-20
	9.763
	8.248
	1.515
	20.744
	17.955
	2.789
	30,9
	26,1
	67,0
	58,0

	Aug-20
	9.782
	8.350
	1.432
	21.062
	18.566
	2.496
	30,9
	26,3
	67,9
	59,8

	Sep-20
	9.724
	8.321
	1.404
	21.292
	18.772
	2.519
	30,6
	26,2
	68,5
	60,4

	Oct-20
	9.768
	8.310
	1.459
	21.366
	18.746
	2.620
	30,7
	26,1
	68,6
	60,2

	Nov-20
	9.752
	8.351
	1.401
	21.527
	18.839
	2.688
	30,6
	26,2
	69,0
	60,4

	Dec-20
	9.841
	8.451
	1.389
	21.199
	18.584
	2.616
	30,9
	26,5
	67,8
	59,4

	Jan-21
	10.018
	8.561
	1.457
	21.489
	18.940
	2.549
	31,4
	26,8
	68,6
	60,5

	Feb-21
	10.229
	8.649
	1.580
	21.600
	18.933
	2.666
	32,0
	27,1
	68,9
	60,4

	Mar-21
	10.262
	8.620
	1.642
	22.214
	19.655
	2.559
	32,1
	26,9
	70,8
	62,6

	Apr-21
	10.497
	8.845
	1.652
	22.180
	19.365
	2.815
	32,7
	27,6
	70,6
	61,6

	May-21
	10.203
	8.637
	1.566
	22.223
	19.507
	2.716
	31,8
	26,9
	70,6
	62,0

	Jun-21
	10.363
	8.908
	1.455
	21.855
	19.892
	1.963
	32,2
	27,7
	69,4
	63,1

	Jul-21
	10.814
	9.315
	1.499
	21.791
	19.616
	2.175
	33,6
	28,9
	69,1
	62,2

	Aug-21
	10.624
	9.074
	1.550
	22.159
	19.917
	2.242
	33,0
	28,1
	70,1
	63,0

	Sep-21
	10.767
	9.222
	1.545
	22.414
	20.189
	2.225
	33,3
	28,6
	70,9
	63,8

	Oct-21
	10.879
	9.357
	1.522
	22.398
	20.205
	2.193
	33,6
	28,9
	70,7
	63,8

	Nov-21
	10.998
	9.409
	1.588
	22.505
	20.319
	2.186
	34,0
	29,1
	71,0
	64,1

	Dec-21
	11.086
	9.523
	1.563
	22.663
	20.416
	2.246
	34,2
	29,4
	71,4
	64,3

	Jan-22
	11.104
	9.562
	1.542
	22.568
	20.281
	2.287
	34,2
	29,4
	71,0
	63,8

	Feb-22
	11.106
	9.586
	1.520
	22.488
	20.347
	2.141
	34,2
	29,5
	70,7
	63,9

	Mar-22
	10.952
	9.401
	1.551
	22.799
	20.562
	2.237
	33,7
	28,9
	71,6
	64,5

	Apr-22
	11.366
	9.720
	1.646
	22.858
	20.651
	2.207
	34,9
	29,8
	71,6
	64,7


Source: Turkstat, Betam













Box 1 : Definitions of alternative unemployment rates[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Detailed information is available in the Metadata section of the link : https://data.tuik.gov.tr/Kategori/GetKategori?p=istihdam-issizlik-ve-ucret-108&dil=1] 

The time-related underemployment: Persons employed in the reference week who actually worked less than 40 hours as total (in main job and additional job/s), were willing to work additional hours and were available to do so, but could not find a job for the extra hours. 

The potential labor force: Persons not in employment who would like to work, but for whom the existing conditions limit active job search and/or availability.

The unemployed: The unemployed comprises all persons 15 years of age and over who were not employed during the reference period had used at least one active channel for seeking a job during the last four weeks and were available to start work within two weeks.
1) Unemployment rate = [persons in unemployment/labor force]x100

2) Combined rate of time-related underemployment and unemployment =
  [(persons in time-related underemployment + persons in unemployment) / labor force] * 100
	
3) Combined rate of unemployment and potential labor force =
    [(persons in unemployment + potential labor force)/ (labor force+ potential labor force)] x 100

4) Composite measure of labor underutilization =
[(persons in time-related underemployment + persons in unemployment + potential labor force) / (labor force+ potential labor force)] x 100


Unemployment Rate (%)	43556	43586	43617	43647	43678	43709	43739	43770	43800	43831	43862	43891	43922	43952	43983	44013	44044	44075	44105	44136	44166	44197	44228	44256	44287	44317	44348	44378	44409	44440	44470	44501	44531	44562	44593	44621	44652	13.8	13.7	13.7	13.9	14	14.1	13.5	13.3	13.4	13.2	12.6	12.9	13.5	13.4	13.3	14.1	12.7	12.6	13.1	13.1	12.9	12.7	13.3	12.9	13.7	13.2	10.6	11.3	11.6	11.4	11.2	11.3	11.3	11.4	10.9	11.2	11.3	Combined Rate of Time-Related Underemployment and Unemployment (%)	43556	43586	43617	43647	43678	43709	43739	43770	43800	43831	43862	43891	43922	43952	43983	44013	44044	44075	44105	44136	44166	44197	44228	44256	44287	44317	44348	44378	44409	44440	44470	44501	44531	44562	44593	44621	44652	15	14.5	14.7	14.9	14.8	15.2	14.4	14.3	14.6	15.8	15	15.9	18.3	19.2	17	18.2	16.7	15.9	17.399999999999999	17.100000000000001	18.100000000000001	20.2	19.8	18	19.7	19.2	14.6	15.6	14.7	15	15.7	15.5	15.5	15.7	15	15.4	14.8	Combined Rate of Unemployment and Potential Labor Force (%)	43556	43586	43617	43647	43678	43709	43739	43770	43800	43831	43862	43891	43922	43952	43983	44013	44044	44075	44105	44136	44166	44197	44228	44256	44287	44317	44348	44378	44409	44440	44470	44501	44531	44562	44593	44621	44652	18	17.8	18.2	18.3	18.399999999999999	17.899999999999999	17.899999999999999	17.399999999999999	17.7	19.100000000000001	18.600000000000001	20.3	23.4	24.2	22.4	22.4	21.3	21.2	21.9	23	24.1	23	22.4	21	21.8	21.6	18.7	19	18.600000000000001	18.399999999999999	18.7	18.3	18.899999999999999	18.899999999999999	18.3	18.5	18.5	Composite Measure of Labor Underutilization (%)	43556	43586	43617	43647	43678	43709	43739	43770	43800	43831	43862	43891	43922	43952	43983	44013	44044	44075	44105	44136	44166	44197	44228	44256	44287	44317	44348	44378	44409	44440	44470	44501	44531	44562	44593	44621	44652	19.100000000000001	18.600000000000001	19.100000000000001	19.3	19.2	18.899999999999999	18.7	18.399999999999999	18.7	21.6	20.8	23.1	27.7	29.2	25.8	26	25	24.2	25.7	26.6	28.6	29.6	28.2	25.6	27.2	27.1	22.3	23	21.5	21.8	22.8	22.1	22.7	22.9	22	22.4	21.7	



Female unemployment rate	
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Labor force and employment (in housands)

Unemployment rate



1

image1.jpeg
Bahgesehir Oniversitesi M

Ekonomik ve Toplumsal Arastirmalar Merkezi -

~Betam s





